Classic Poetry Series

Masaoki Shiki

- poems -

Publication Date:
2004

Publisher:

PoemHunter.Com - The World's Poetry Archive



http://www.PoemHunter.com

Haiku 01

In the coolness
of the empty sixth-month sky...
the cuckoo's cry.
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Haiku 02

the tree cut,
dawn breaks early
at my little window
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Haiku 03

scatter layer
by layer, eight-layered
cherry blossoms!
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Haiku 04

at the full moon's
rising, the silver-plumed
reeds tremble
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Haiku 05

entangled with
the scattering cherry blossoms—
the wings of birds!
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Haiku 06

wheat sowing—
the mulberry trees
lift bunched branches
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Haiku 07

in the coolness
gods and Buddhas
dwell as neighbors
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Haiku 08

I turn my back
on Buddha and face
the cool moon
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Haiku 09

Hi There! I see you're enjoying the site, and just wanted to extend an invitiation to
register for our free site. The members of oldpoetry strive to make this a fun place to
learn and share - hope you join us! - Kevin
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Haiku 10

fanning out its tail
in the spring breeze,
see—a peacock!
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Haiku 11

rice reaping—
no smoke rising from
the cremation ground today
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Haiku 12

old garden—she empties
a hot-water bottle
under the moon
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Haiku 13

spring rain:
browsing under an umbrella
at the picture-book store
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Tanka 01

curtains drawn,

the emperor's love

still lies abed—

on crimson peonies,
the morning sun shines
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Tanka 02

the plaintain at the veranda's edge
unfolds its coiled leaves,

its jewels,

and veils the water basin

in five feet of green
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Tanka 03

The man

I used to meet in the mirror
iS no more.

Now I see a wasted face.

It dribbles tears.
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Tanka 04

In the spring chill,

as I slept with sword by pillow,
deep at night

my little sister came to me

in dreams from home.
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Tanka 05

saw the country

and returned—now deep at night
I lie in bed and

fields of mustard flowers

bloom before my eyes
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Tanka 06

the bucket's water
poured out and gone,
drop by drop

dew drips like pearls
from the autumn flowers
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Tanka 07

on the pine needles,

each of the slender needles,
a dewdrop rests—

a thousand pearls lie
quivering, yet never fall
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Tanka 08

to every needle

of the needled pine it clings—
the pearl white dew,

forming but to scatter,
scattering but to form
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Tanka 09

two feet tall,

the crimson-budded roses,
their young thorns

tender in

the soft spring rain
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Tanka 10

I do not know the day
my pain will end yet

in the little garden

I had them plant

seeds of autumn flowers
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Tanka 11

I remember plucking

buds of bush clover

long ago with

Satsuma geta on my feet and
a walking stick in my hand
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Tanka 12

in memory of

the spring now passing

I drew

the long clusters of wisteria
that move like waves
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