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Blessings On Children

Blessings on the blessing children, sweetest gifts of Heaven to earth,
Filling all the heart with gladness, filling all the house with mirth;
Bringing with them native sweetness, pictures of the primal bloom,
Which the bliss for ever gladdens, of the region whence they come;
Bringing with them joyous impulse of a state with outen care,

And a buoyant faith in being, which makes all in nature fair;

Not a doubt to dim the distance, not a grief to vex thee, nigh,

And a hope that in existence finds each hour a luxury;

Going singing, bounding, brightening--never fearing as they go,
That the innocent shall tremble, and the loving find a foe;

In the daylight, in the starlight, still with thought that freely flies,
Prompt and joyous, with no question of the beauty in the skies;
Genial fancies winning raptures, as the bee still sucks her store,

All the present still a garden gleaned a thousand times before;

All the future, but a region, where the happy serving thought,

Still depicts a thousand blessings, by the winged hunter caught;
Life a chase where blushing pleasures only seem to strive in flight,
Lingering to be caught, and yielding gladly to the proud delight;

As the maiden, through the alleys, looking backward as she flies,
Woos the fond pursuer onward, with the love-light in her eyes.

Oh! the happy life in children, still restoring joy to ours,

Making for the forest music, planting for the way-side flowers;

Back recalling all the sweetness, in a pleasure pure as rare,

Back the past of hope and rapture bringing to the heart of care.
How, as swell the happy voices, bursting through the shady grove,
Memories take the place of sorrows, time restores the sway to love!
We are in the shouting comrades, shaking off the load of years,
Thought forgetting strifes and trials, doubts and agonies and tears;
We are in the bounding urchin, as o'er hill and plain he darts,
Share the struggle and the triumph, gladdening in his heart of hearts;
What an image of the vigor and the glorious grace we knew,

When to eager youth from boyhood, at a single bound we grew!
Even such our slender beauty, such upon our cheek the glow,

In our eyes the life and gladness--of our blood the overflow.

Bless the mother of the urchin! in his form we see her truth:

He is now the very picture of the memories in our youth;

Never can we doubt the forehead, nor the sunny flowing hair,

Nor the smiling in the dimple speaking chin and cheek so fair:

Bless the mother of the young one, he hath blended in his grace,
All the hope and joy and beauty, kindling once in either face.

Oh! the happy faith of children! that is glad in all it sees,

And with never need of thinking, pierces still its mysteries,

In simplicity profoundest, in their soul abundance blest,

Wise in value of the sportive, and in restlessness at rest,

Lacking every creed, yet having faith so large in all they see,

That to know is still to gladden, and 'tis rapture but to be.

What trim fancies bring them flowers; what rare spirits walk their wood,
What a wondrous world the moonlight harbors of the gay and good!
Unto them the very tempest walks in glories grateful still,

And the lightning gleams, a seraph, to persuade them to the hill:
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'Tis a sweet and loving spirit, that throughout the midnight rains,
Broods beside the shuttered windows, and with gentle love complains;
And how wooing, how exalting, with the richness of her dyes,

Spans the painter of the rainbow, her bright arch along the skies,
With a dream like Jacob's ladder, showing to the fancy's sight,

How 'twere easy for the sad one to escape to worlds of light!

Ah! the wisdom of such fancies, and the truth in every dream,

That to faith confiding offers, cheering every gloom, a gleam!

Happy hearts, still cherish fondly each delusion of your youth,

Joy Is born of well believing, and the fiction wraps the truth.

William Gilmore Simms
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Song In March

NOW are the winds about us in their glee,
Tossing the slender tree;

Whirling the sands about his furious car,

March cometh from afar;

Breaks the sealed magic of old Winter’s dreams,
And rends his glassy streams;

Chafing with potent airs, he fiercely takes

Their fetters from the lakes,

And, with a power by queenly Spring supplied,
Wakens the slumbering tide.

With a wild love he seeks young Summer’s charms
And clasps her to his arms;

Lifting his shield between, he drives away

Old Winter from his prey;—

The ancient tyrant whom he boldly braves,

Goes howling to his caves;

And, to his northern realm compelled to fly,

Yields up the victory;

Melted are all his bands, o’erthrown his towers,
And March comes bringing flowers.

William Gilmore Simms
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The Bard

Where dwells the spirit of the Bard--what sky
Persuades his daring wing,--

Folded in soft carnation, or in snow

Still sleeping, far o'er summits of the cloud,

And, with a seeming, sweet unconsciousness,
Wooing his plume, through baffling storms to fly,
Assured of all that ever yet might bless

The spirit, by love and loftiest hope made proud,
Would he but struggle for the dear caress!--

Or would his giant spring,

Impelled by holiest ire,

Assail the sullen summits of the storm,

Bent with broad breast and still impatient form,
Where clouds unfold themselves in leaping fire!
What vision wins his soul,--

What passion wings his flight,--

What dream of conquest woos his eager eye!--
How glows he with the strife,--

How spurns he at control,--

With what unmeasured rage would he defy

The foes that rise around and threaten life!--

His upward flight is fair,

He goes through parting air,

He breaks the barrier cloud, he sees the eye that's there,
The centre of the realm of storm that mocked him but to dare!
And now he grasps the prize,

That on the summit lies,

And binds the burning jewel to his brow;
Transfigured by its bright,

He wears a mightier face,

Nor grovels more in likeness of the earth;--

His wing a bolder flight,

His step a wilder grace,

He glows, the creature of a holier birth;--

Suns sing, and stars glow glad around his light;
And thus he speeds afar,

'Mid gathering sun and star,

The sov'reign, he, of worlds, where these but subjects are;
And men that marked his wing with mocking sight,
Do watch and wonder now;--

Will watch and worship with delight, anon,

When far from hiss and hate, his upward form hath gone!

Oh! ere that van was won,

Whose flight hath braved the sun--

Whose daring strength and aim

Have scaled the heights of cloud and bared their breasts of flame;
What lowly toil was done,--

How slow the moments sped,--

How bitter were the pangs that vexed the heart and head!

The burden which he bore,

The thorns his feet that tore,
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The cruel wounds he suffered with no moan,--
Alone,--and still alone!--

Denial, which could smile,

Beholding, all the while,

How salter than the sea were the salt tears he shed;
And over all, the curse,

Than all of these more worse.

Prostrate, before the common way, to bear
The feet of hissing things,

Whose toil it is to tear,

And cramp the glorious creature born to wings!
Ah! should he once despair!--

Not lonely, with the sad nymph Solitude,

Deep in the cover of the ancient wood,

Where the sun leaves him, and the happy dawn,
Stealing with blushes over the gray lawn,

Stills finds him, all forgetful of the flight

Of hours, that passing still from dark to bright,
Know not to loiter,--all their progress naught:--
His eye, unconscious of the day, is bright

With inward vision; till, as sudden freed,

By the superior quest of a proud thought,

He darts away with an unmeasured speed;

His pinion purpling as he gains the height,
Where still, though all obscured from mortal sight,
He bathes him in the late smiles of the sun;--
And oh! the glory, as he guides his steed,
Flakes from his pinions falling, as they soar

To mounts where Eos binds her buskins on

And proud Artemis, watching by her well,

For one,---sole fortunate of all his race,--

With hand upon his mouth her beagle stays,
Lest he should baffle sounds too sweet to lose,
That even now are gliding with the dews.

How nobly he arrays

His robes for flight--his robes, the woven of songs,
Borrowed from starry spheres,--with each a muse
That, with her harmonies, maintains its dance
Celestial, and its circles bright prolongs.

Fair ever, but with warrior form and face,

He stands before the eye of each young grace
Beguiling the sweet passion from her cell,

And still subjecting beauty by the glance,

Which speaks his own subjection to a spell.

The eldest born of rapture, that makes Love,

At once submissive and the Conqueror.

He conquers but to bring deliverance,

And with deliverance light;--

To conquer, he has only to explore,--

And makes a permanent empire, but to spread,
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Though speeding on with unobserving haste,--

A wing above the waste.

A single feather from his pinion shed,

A single beam of beauty from his eye,

Takes captive of the dim sleeping realm below,
Through eyes of truest worshippers, that straight
Bring shouts to welcome and bright flowers to wreathe
His altars; and, as those, to life from death,
Plucked sudden, in their gratitude and faith

Deem him a god who wrought the miracle,--

So do they take him to their shrines, and vow
Their annual incense of sweet song and smell,
For him to whom their happiness they owe.

Thus goes he still from desert shore to shore,
Where life in darkness droops, where beauty errs,
Having no worshippers,

And lacking sympathy for the light!--The eye
That is the spirit of his wing, no more,

This progress once begun, can cease to soar,
Suffers eclipse, or sleeps!--

No more be furled

The wing,--that, from the first decreed to fly,
Must speed to daily conquests, deep and high,

Till no domain of dark unlighted keeps,

And all the realm of strife beneath the sky

Grows one, in beauty and peace for evermore,--
Soothed to eternal office of delight,

By these that wing the soul on its first flight,

For these are the great spirits that shape the world!

William Gilmore Simms
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The Decay Of A People

THIS the true sign of ruin to a race—

It undertakes no march, and day by day

Drowses in camp, or, with the laggard’s pace,

Walks sentry o’er possessions that decay;

Destined, with sensible waste, to fleet away;—

For the first secret of continued power

Is the continued conquest; —all our sway

Hath surety in the uses of the hour;

If that we waste, in vain walled town and lofty tower!

William Gilmore Simms
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The Lost Pleiad

NOT in the sky,

Where it was seen

So long in eminence of light serene,—

Nor on the white tops of the glistering wave,
Nor down in mansions of the hidden deep,
Though beautiful in green

And crystal, its great caves of mystery,—
Shall the bright watcher have

Her place, and, as of old, high station keep!

Gone! gone!

Oh! nevermore, to cheer

The mariner, who holds his course alone

On the Atlantic, through the weary night,
When the stars turn to watchers, and do sleep,
Shall it again appear,

With the sweet-loving certainty of light,

Down shining on the shut eyes of the deep!

The upward-looking shepherd on the hills

Of Chaldea, night-returning with his flocks,

He wonders why his beauty doth not blaze,
Gladding his gaze,—

And, from his dreary watch along the rocks,
Guiding him homeward o’er the perilous ways!
How stands he waiting still, in a sad maze,
Much wondering, while the drowsy silence fills
The sorrowful vault!—how lingers, in the hope that night
May yet renew the expected and sweet light,
So natural to his sight!

And lone,

Where, at the first, in smiling love she shone,
Brood the once happy circle of bright stars:

How should they dream, until her fate was known,
That they were ever confiscate to death?

That dark oblivion the pure beauty mars,

And, like the earth, its common bloom and breath,
That they should fall from high;

Their lights grow blasted by a touch, and die,

All their concerted springs of harmony

Snapt rudely, and the generous music gone!

Ah! still the strain

Of wailing sweetness fills the saddening sky;
The sister stars, lamenting in their pain

That one of the selectest ones must die,—
Must vanish, when most lovely, from the rest!
Alas! 't is ever thus the destiny.

Even Rapture’s song hath evermore a tone
Of wailing, as for bliss too quickly gone.

The hope most precious is the soonest lost,
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The flower most sweet is first to feel the frost.
Are not all short-lived things the loveliest?
And, like the pale star, shooting down the sky,
Look they not ever brightest, as they fly

From the lone sphere they blest!

William Gilmore Simms
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The Swamp Fox

WE follow where the Swamp Fox guides,
His friends and merry men are we;

And when the troop of Tarleton rides,
We burrow in the cypress tree.

The turfy hammock is our bed,

Our home is in the red deer's den,

Our roof, the tree-top overhead,

For we are wild and hunted men.

We fly by day and shun its light,

But prompt to strike the sudden blow,
We mount and start with early night,
And through the forest track our foe,
And soon he hears our chargers leap,
The flashing saber blinds his eyes,
And ere he drives away his sleep,
And rushes from his camp, he dies.

Free bridle-bit, good gallant steed,
That will not ask a kind caress

To swim the Santee at our need,
When on his heels the foemen press -
The true heart and the ready hand,
The spirit stubborn to be free,

The twisted bore, the smiting brand -
And we are Marion's men, you see.

Now light the fire and cook the meal,
The last, perhaps, that we shall taste;

I hear the Swamp Fox round us steal,
And that's a sign we move in haste.

He whistles to the scouts, and hark!
You hear his order calm and low.

Come, wave your torch across the dark,
And let us see the boys that go.

We may not see their forms again,

God help 'em, should they find the strife!
For they are strong and fearless men,

And make no coward terms for life;

They'll fight as long as Marion bids,

And when he speaks the word to shy,

Then, not till then, they turn their steeds,
Through thickening shade and swamp to fly.

Now stir the fire and lie at ease -

The scouts are gone, and on the brush

I see the Colonel bend his knees,

To take his slumbers too. But hush!

He's praying, comrades; 't is not strange;
The man that's fighting day by day

May well, when night comes, take a change,
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And down upon his knees to pray.

Break up that hoecake, boys, and hand
The sly and silent jug that 's there;

I love not it should idly stand

When Marion's men have need of cheer.
'T is seldom that our luck affords

A stuff like this we just have quaffed,
And dry potatoes on our boards

May always call for such a draught.

Now pile the brush and roll the log;
Hard pillow, but a soldier's head
That's half the time in brake and bog
Must never think of softer bed.

The owl is hooting to the night,

The cooter crawling o'er the bank,
And in that pond the flashing light
Tells where the alligator sank.

What! 't is the signal! start so soon,

And through the Santee swamp so deep,
Without the aid of friendly moon,

And we, Heaven help us! half asleep!

But courage, comrades! Marion leads;

The Swamp Fox takes us out to-night;

So clear your swords and spur your steeds,
There's goodly chance, I think, of fight.

We follow where the Swamp Fox guides,
We leave the swamp and cypress tree,
Our spurs are in our coursers' sides,

And ready for the strife are we.

The Tory camp is now in sight,

And there he cowers within his den;

He hears our shouts, he dreads the fight,
He fears, and flies from Marion's men.

William Gilmore Simms
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