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Coelho Neto(21 February 1864 - 28 November 1934)

Henrique Maximiano Coelho Neto was a Brazilian writer and politician. He
founded and occupied the second chair of the Brazilian Academy of Letters, from
1897 until his death in 1934. He was also the president of the aforementioned
Academy in 1926.

<b>Life</b>

Coelho Neto was born in the city of Caxias, Maranhao on February 21, 1864. His
father was Portuguese, but his mother was an indigenous woman, Ana Silvestre
Coelho. At six years years of age, his parents moved to Rio de Janeiro. He began
his education at the Externato of the Colegio Pedro II. He attempted medical
school but soon gave up. In 1883 he enrolled at the University of Sao Paulo
School of Law, living in the boarding house where also lived Raul Pompeia, who
attended the Academy of Sao Paulo at that time. He soon found himself involved
in a student movement against a professor. In anticipation of reprisals, he moved
to the Law Faculty of Recife, where he completed the first year of law, having
been a student of the jurist and poet Tobias Barreto. Returning to Sao Paulo, he
devoted himself passionately to the abolitionist and Republican campaign, an
attitude that led to new frictions with the University of Sao Paulo School of Law.
In 1885 he finally abandoned his legal studies and moved to Rio de Janeiro. He
became part of a group of bohemians that included figures such as Olavo Bilac,
Luis Murat, Guimaraes Passos and Francisco de Paula Ney. The history of this
generation appears later in his novels A Conquista and Fogo Fatuo, dedicated to
his friend Francisco de Paula Ney, a brilliant orator and journalist known for his
bohemian life style and his famous anecdotes. He joined the newspaper Gazeta
da Tarde, later moving to the sheet Cidade do Rio, where he held the position of
secretary. From this period date his first published volumes.

In 1890, he married Maria Gabriela Brandao, daughter of educator Alberto
Olympio Brandao. They had 14 children. One of those was the famous soccer
player Joao Coelho Neto (a.k.a. "Preguinho"). He was appointed to the post of
secretary of the government of the state of Rio de Janeiro and the following year,
director of State Affairs. In 1892 he was appointed professor of art history at the
Escola Nacional de Belas Artes (National School of Fine Arts) and, later, professor
of literature at the Colégio Pedro II. Author of numerous books, articles, stories
and serials, he was appointed professor of history of theater and dramatic
literature at the Escola de Arte Dramatica (Drama School) in 1910, and soon
after director of the same institution. He was elected congressman for Maranhao
in 1909 and was reelected in 1917. He was also secretary-general of the League
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of National Defense and a member of the Advisory Board of the Municipal
Theater of Rio de Janeiro. In addition to holding public office, Coelho Neto
maintained and intensified his activities in magazines and newspapers of all
sizes, in Rio and other cities. In addition to signing works with his own name, he
wrote under numerous pseudonyms, including Anselmo Ribas, Caliban, Ariel,
Amador Santelmo, Blanco Canabarro, Charles Rouget, Democ, N. Puck, Tartarin,
Fur-Fur and Manés. In 1923, he converted to Spiritualism, delivering a speech
about his adoption of the spiritual doctrine in the Salao da Velha Guarda (Hall of
the Old Guard) in Rio de Janeiro. He was active in virtually all literary genres and
was for many years the most widely read writer in Brazil. For the film, he wrote
what should have been the first Brazilian serial movie, The Mysteries of Rio de
Janeiro. However, only the first episode was ever completed. He was probably
the most widely read Brazilian writer in the first decades of the twentieth
century. However, he and his work were attacked by the Modernists during the
Modern Art Week (or Semana de Arte Moderna, in Portuguese) in 1922 and this
probably contributed to his later neglect by publishers and the Brazilian public.
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A Crianca Do Meu Passado

Coelho Neto
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A Fantasia Da Natureza

Coelho Neto
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Agora Tenho Que Partir
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De Novo A Vida

Coelho Neto
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Estou Velho
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Eu Aprendi A Dizer Sim
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Nosso Amor Comum
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O Inicio?
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Palavras A Um Amigo Triste
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Ser Mae
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Solidao, Meu Vicio
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