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 Prayer/Assembly Resource Sheet 
Week Beginning:  31 October 2016 
Theme:  Peace
Reflection: ‘Come to me for I must stay at your house (school)’
Readings: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; Psalm 144; 2 Thessalonians 1:11–2:2; Luke 19:1-10
As we return to school, hopefully refreshed from some time away from the busy day to day routines, having gained a little bit of quiet and ‘peace.’ We will once again find ourselves being called by name and inviting others by name to continue their journey of growth in learning and finding true peace with Christ.

In recent weeks we  have heard from Saint Luke of the humble and sincere tax collector who was praying from the bottom of his heart: “O God, be merciful to me a sinner” (Lk 18:13); and, this week, we contemplate how Jesus Christ honours Zacchaeus' repentance by forgiving him, the Jericho chief tax collector, a wealthy and influent man, though hated and underrated by his neighbours, who felt bled by him: “Zacchaeus, come down quickly for I must stay at your house today” (Lk 19:5). The divine forgiveness provokes the conversion of Zacchaeus; this is one of the originalities of the Gospel: God's forgiveness is free; it is not that God forgives us because of our conversion, but the other way round: God's mercy sort of impels us to feel grateful and reciprocate accordingly.

As Jesus, on his way to Jerusalem, passes through Jericho, Jesus passes through our lives, today and every day, and calls us by name. Zacchaeus had never seen Jesus before, but he had heard of him and was curious to know more about such a famous master. Jesus, instead, did know Zacchaeus and the miseries of his life. Jesus was aware of the fact Zacchaeus had enriched himself to the injury of others and was, therefore, hated and rejected by his fellow citizens; this is why Jesus passed through Jericho, to rescue him: “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” (Lk 19:10).

As we begin a new term we too can reflect upon the opportunity God is offering us, which we cannot neglect: Jesus Christ passes through our lives and calls us by name: “I must stay at your house” could easily read: “I must stay at your school.”  Like Zacchaeus we also need to find true peace in our lives and be prepared to meet Jesus who calls us to be healed and live in peace as walking Saints!
Prayers of Peace for Sharing
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:

where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.
Almighty God, We bless you for our lives, we give you praise for your abundant mercy and grace we receive. We thank you for your faithfulness even though we are not that faithful to you. Lord Jesus, we ask you to give us all around peace in our mind, body, soul and spirit. We want you to heal and remove everything that is causing stress, grief, and sorrow in our lives.

Please guide our path through life and make our enemies be at peace with us. Let your peace reign in our family, at our place of work, businesses and everything we lay our hands on.

Let your angels of peace go ahead of us when we go out and stay by our side when we return. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Prayers for the week: 
Our response to our prayers this week: Father, in being with you is our peace. (Amen).
Monday: For all who follow Christ, that like Zacchaeus, they may welcome Jesus into their lives and find peace. R/  
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Tuesday: For those ordinary people who walked with God in their daily lives and who now live with God in everlasting peace. R/
Wednesday: For those who have died and returned to the God may they receive the promise of eternal peace. R/
Thursday: For the suffering people of Aleppo and Syria — that God may defend and protect them, and bring them some peace. R/
Friday: For refugees and migrants — that we Christians may welcome them in peace. R/ 
