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Émile Nelligan(24 December 1879 – 18 November
1941)
 
Émile Nelligan was a francophone poet from Quebec, Canada.
 
Nelligan was born in Montreal on December 24, 1879 at 602, rue de La
Gauchetière. He was the first son of David Nelligan, who arrived in Quebec from
Dublin, Ireland at the age of 12. His mother was Émilie Amanda Hudon, from
Rimouski, Quebec. He had two sisters, Béatrice and Gertrude.
 
A follower of Symbolism, his poetry was profoundly influenced by Octave
Crémazie, Louis Fréchette, Charles Baudelaire, Paul Verlaine, Georges
Rodenbach, Maurice Rollinat and Edgar Allan Poe. A precocious talent like Arthur
Rimbaud, his first poems were published in Montreal when he was 16 years old.
 
In 1899, Nelligan suffered a major psychotic breakdown from which he never
recovered. He never had a chance to finish his first poetry work which was to be
entitled Le Récital des Anges according to his last notes. In 1903, his collected
poems were published to great acclaim in Canada, an acclaim he never knew.
 
On his passing in 1941, Émile Nelligan was interred in the Cimetière Notre-
Dame-des-Neiges in Montreal, Quebec. Following his death, the public became
increasingly interested in Nelligan. His incomplete work spawned a kind of
romantic legend. He was first translated to English in 1960 by P.F. Widdows. In
1983, Fred Cogswell translated all his poems in The Complete Poems of Émile
Nelligan.
 
Émile Nelligan is considered one of the greatest poets of French Canada. Several
schools and libraries in Quebec are named after him and Hotel Nelligan is a four-
star hotel in Old Montreal at the corner of Rue St. Paul and Rue St. Sulpice.
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Banquet Macabre
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Beauté Cruelle
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Caprice Blanc
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Chapelle Dans Les Bois
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Chapelle De La Morte
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Chapelle Ruinée
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Châteaux En Espagne
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Christ En Croix
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Clair De Lune Intellectuel
 
 
 
Émile Nelligan

15www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Clavier D'Antan
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Confession Nocturne
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Dans L'Allée
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Devant Deux Portraits De Ma Mère
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Devant Le Feu
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Devant Mon Berceau
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Fantaisie Créole
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Five O'Clock
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Frisson D'Hiver
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Gretchen La Pâle
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Hiver Sentimental
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Jardin Sentimental
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La Belle Morte
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La Cloche Dans La Brume
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La Fuite De L'Enfance
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La Mort Du Moine
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La Passante
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La Réponse Du Crucifix
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La Romance Du Vin
 
 
 
Émile Nelligan

36www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



L'Antiquaire
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Le Berceau De La Muse
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Le Bœuf Spectral
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Le Cercueil
 
 
 
Émile Nelligan

40www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Le Cloître Noir
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Le Corbillard
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Le Jardin D'Antan
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Le Lac
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Le Mai D'Amour
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Le Missel De La Morte
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Le Perroquet
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Le Puits Hanté
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Le Regret Des Joujoux
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Le Robin Des Bois
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Le Roi Du Souper
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Le Salon
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Le Saxe De Famille
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Le Soulier De La Morte
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Le Talisman
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Le Tombeau De La Négresse
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Le Vaisseau D'Or
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Le Violon Brisé
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Les Angéliques
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Les Balsamines
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Les Camélias
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Les Carmélites
 
 
 
Émile Nelligan

62www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Les Communiantes
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Les Corbeaux
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Les Déicides
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Les Petits Oiseaux
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Les Vieilles Rues
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L'Homme Aux Cercueils
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L'Idiote Aux Cloches
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Lied Fantasque
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L'Ultimo Angelo Del Correggio
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Ma Mère
 
 
 
Émile Nelligan

72www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Marches Funèbres
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Mazurka
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Mon Ame
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Mon Sabot De Noël
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Musiques Funèbres
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Noël De Vieil Artiste
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Notre-Dame Des Neiges
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Nuit D'Été
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Paysage Fauve
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Placet
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Potiche
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Pour Ignace Paderewski
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Premier Remords
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Presque Berger
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Prières Du Soir
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Rêve D'Artiste
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Rêve De Watteau
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Rêve D'Une Nuit D'Hôpital
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Rêves Enclos
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Rondel À Ma Pipe
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Roses D'Octobre
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Ruines (Nelligan)
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Sainte Cécile
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Sérérnade Triste
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Soir D’hiver
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Soir D'Hiver
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Soir D'Hiver
 
Ah! comme la neige a neigé!
Ma vitre est un jardin de givre.
Ah! comme la neige a neigé!
Qu'est-ce que le spasme de vivre
A la douleur que j'ai, que j'ai.
 
Tous les étangs gisent gelés,
Mon âme est noire! Où-vis-je? où vais-je?
Tous ses espoirs gisent gelés:
Je suis la nouvelle Norvège
D'où les blonds ciels s'en sont allés.
Pleurez, oiseaux de février,
Au sinistre frisson des choses,
Pleurez oiseaux de février,
Pleurez mes pleurs, pleurez mes roses,
Aux branches du genévrier.
 
Ah! comme la neige a neigé!
Ma vitre est un jardin de givre.
Ah! comme la neige a neigé!
Qu'est-ce que le spasme de vivre
A tout l'ennui que j'ai, que j'ai...
 
Émile Nelligan
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Soirs D'Automne
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Soirs D'Octobre
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Sous Les Faunes
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Tarentelle D'Automne
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Ténèbres
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Thème Sentimental
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Tristesse Blanche
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Vieille Armoire
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Vieille Romanesque
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Violon D'Adieu
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Violon De Villannelle
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