Classic Poetry Series

Nicolaj Frederik Severin
Grundtvig
- poems -

Publication Date:
2004



Publisher:
Poemhunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig(1783 - 1872)

N.F.S. Grundtvig is considered to be the father of Danish folk schools. His radical
ideas were the cornerstone upon which this educational reform was based. He
was a Danish minister, a theologian, a poet, a philosopher, a historian, a hymn
writer, a social critic, and most relevantly, an educator. His educational vision
was for a unique school that would serve Danish people of all social standings,
especially the farmers. He originally called it "folkelig hojskole" (loosely
interpreted as "a school that would be "of and for the people"") (Borish, 1991, p.
17). His idea was to create an educational system that would give dignity to each
person who attended. He wanted to awaken in each person a pride in Danish
culture, and a love of learning that would continue for the person's entire life.
One of Grundtvig's most well known poems, Enlightenment (translated by
Borish), illustrates his view of learning:

Is the light of the spirit only something for the learned to spell with? No! Heaven
has bequeathed more good things, and the light is the gift of heaven. The sun
rises with the farmer, and not with those who possess learning. It illuminates,
from top til toe, the one who is really on the go.

Grundtvig was born in 1783, in a small village about 50 miles outside of
Copenhagen, Denmark. His father was a clergyman, and Grundtvig was educated
and trained to become one himself. After graduating from the University of
Copenhagen in 1803 he worked as a tutor and as a historian for several years,
before becoming ordained in 1811. While working as a historian, studying
mythology, Grundtvig published his first book, Nordic Mythology, in which he
criticized the Danish people for not taking their country's humiliation in the
defeat by Britain in 1807 more seriously. One of Grundtvig's first appointments
was as curate at Vor Frelsers (Our Saviour's) Church in the district of
Christianshavn, where he worked as a writer and a clergyman. During this time
he published a controversial reply to an article written by another priest. His
reply was entitled, The Church's Reply to Professor of Theology Dr. H.N. Clausen
by Nik. Fred. Sev. Grundtvig, Curate of the Church of Our Savior. In response to
this article, Grundtvig was taken to court for libel, which ultimately resulted in
him resigning from his position. He lost the case, was ordered to pay all court
fees, and was set under official censure.

In the late 1820s, while traveling in England on business, Grundtvig spent two
weeks at Trinity College in Cambridge. He was exposed to a new type of
educational system here, where dialogue between the student and the teacher
was valued. The conversations between them were open-ended, continuous and
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intense (Borish, 1991, pg. 166-167). "What fascinated him most was "the free
and unhampered inquiry and method of study an the deep fellowship which
developed among the men who taught and the men who learned" (Knudsen,
1955, pg. 149). That experience ultimately led to Grundtvig's theory about
education, idea for folk schools, and to the publication of one of his most famous
works, School for Life and the Academy in Soer. This booklet promoted the major
tenets of Grundtvig's philosophy of about education:

He emphasized the importance of the spoken word, and believed that actual
spoken words revealed the essence of one's being. He applied this to education
by viewing books as secondary resources, and lectures, stories and discussions
as primary.

He believed that an understanding of the real and deepest truths that constitute
enlightenment never comes from studying classroom texts, but can only be
taught by life itself. This idea presents a paradox for teachers: it is the deepest
task of our lives to acquire enlightenment for life, but it is something that no
schoolroom lesson will ever teach us.

He was convinced that each people, each tribe, each nation on earth had a
valuable role to play in the unfolding of world history. He had a high degree of
respect for the other cultural traditions of the world, and did not view Denmark
as superior. Grundtvig believed that all humans are born into a particular cultural
and historical context, through which their own personal drama of enlightenment
must be played out. He believed that there is a collective as well as an individual
aspect to the experience of enlightenment, and that it must be a goal of society
to create the conditions that will lead to enlightenment.

A translation of Grundtvig's idea for how to do this is "a balance between two
things that remain different, but that should fertilize each other in their
differences" (Borish, 1991, pg. 169). He favored a peaceful transformation of all
elements in society based on a mutual recognition that all had the right to exist.
Also, he insisted that each individual could both teach and learn in a dialogue
predicated on mutual respect.

He believed in the wisdom of the ordinary people above the educated and elite,
and thought that it was the ordinary people who were capable of enlightenment.

Based mainly upon these ideas, the first folk school was opened at Rodding, on
November 7, 1844. A group of patriotic Danes, led by Professor Christian Flor,
ran the school. Despite it's promising beginning, the school had a difficult time. It
was closed and re-opened several times before being closed permanently in
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1864. However, by this time the folk school movement had taken hold. Kristen
Kold, who "was to influence the folk-school movement more profoundly than any
other of Grundtvig's disciples" (Campbell, 1928, pg. 71), opened a school at
Ryslinge in 1951. Between 1866-1869, after the war with Prussia ended, the folk
school movement experienced it's largest growth ever, with 44 new schools
opening. Folk schools continued to gain popularity after Grundtvig's death in
1872, and his picture still graces the wall of many Danish folk schools today
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A Simple, Cheerful Active Life On Earth

A simple, cheerful, active life on earth,

A cup I'd not exchange for monarch’s chalice,

In noble forebears’ tracks a path since birth,

With equal dignity in hut and palace,

With eye as when created heav’'nward turned,

All beauty here and grandness keenly knowing,
Familiar though with those things deeply yearned,
Stilled only by eternity’s bright glowing.

I wished for all my line just such a life,

And zealously I planned for its fruition,

And when my soul grew tired from toil and strife,
The ‘Lord’s Prayer’ was its rest and its nutrition.
Then from truth’s spirit I great comfort gained,
And felt joy hover o’er each garden border,
When dust is placed in its creator’s hand

And all is waited for in nature’s order:

Just fresh, green buds that sprout in early spring,
And in the summer heat the flowers’ profusion;
And when the plants mature and long to bring
Their harvest fruit to autumn’s full conclusion!
The human span assigned is short or long,

It is for common weal, its yield is growing;

The day that started well will end as strong,

And just as sweet will be its afterglowing.

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Aand Over Aander! Kom Ned Fra Det Hgie

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Abraham Sad I Mamre-Lund
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Adam Og Eva
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Ffre Og Priis Og Dyd
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Af Hgiheden Oprundet Er

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Aften Rgd Gigr Morgen Sgd
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Al Den Ganske Christenhed
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Al Verden Under Dgd Og Dom
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Al Verdens Synd Er Sonet Ud
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Alle Christne Fgdsels-Dag
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Alle Christne Sig Fryde Nu
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Alle Ting Er Underlige
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www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

17



Almindelig Er Christi Kirke
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Alt Hvad Fornuften Overgaaer
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Anden Gang Opstod I Aanden
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Anglerne
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Ansgar Og @dbert
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Ansgars Dgd
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Ansgars Minde
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Antiochia
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Apostlerne Sad I Jerusalem
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At Sige Verden Ret Farvel
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Babels-Taarnet
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Barnet I Betlehem
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Bethlehem Ephrata
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Bethlehem I Juda-Egne
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Bileam

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

32



Bisper Og Praester, Som Axled Ved Daaben
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Bladet Fra Munden
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Blomstre Som En Rosen-Gaard
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Bgi Dig For Din Konge, Sjeel
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Bgrne-Laerdoms Parter Fem
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Bort, Verden, Af Mit Sind Og @ie
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Bort, Verden, Med Din Glaede
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Brun Og Balle
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Bryd Ud, Min Sjzel, Med Tak, Og Siig
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Brylluppet I Kana
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Christ Stod Op Af Dgde [christ Stod Op Af Dgde]

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

43



Christendom I Verdens Mund
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Christi Kirke! Lydt Du Kveaede
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Christi Kirkes Alderdom
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Christne, Med Skiel
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Christus Er Vores, Med Ham Har Vi Alt
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Christus Fuldstrag
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Christus Kom Tilbage
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Christus, Vor Gienlgser Blid [christus, Vor Gienlgser
Blid]
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Christus-Riget
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Cornelius
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Daekker Gud Nu Bord I @rken
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Dag Med Are, Dag Med Ynde
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Dag Uden Mage
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Dagene Staekkes Og Mgrkne I Nord
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Daniel I Lgver-Kulen
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Danmarks Trgst
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Dannebrog
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Dannekvinden
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Davids Faldefzerdig' Hytte
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Davids Klage Over Jonathan
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Davids Seiers-Sang
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De Levendes Land
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De To Disciplers Gang Til Emaus
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De Vise Fra @sten
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Den Bittre Dgd Dig Traengde
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Den Blodsottige Kvinde
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Den Christne Menighed
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Den Fgrste Dag Paa Jord

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

71



Den Hellige Grav
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Den Helt, Som Knuste Dgdens Magt
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Den Kananaeiske Kvinde
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Den Luft, Hvori Vi Gaae
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Den Signede Dag Med Fryd Vi Seer [den Signede Dag
Med Fryd Vi Seer]

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

76



Den Signede Dag, Som Vi Nu Seer
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Den Tolvaars Jesus
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Den Yndigste Rose Er Fundet
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Denne Er Dagen, Som Herren Har Gjort
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Der Kneiser Et Trae Paa Norges Fjeld
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Der Ligger En Stad I Det Tyrkiske Land
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Der Stander Et Trae I Vor Guds Paradis
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Der Var En Kaempe, Stor Og Steaerk
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Der Var Paa Jord En Guds Engel Saa Fiin
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Det Er Fuldbragt, Til Himmels Foer
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Det Er Saa Yndigt At Falges Ad
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Det Hellige Kors, Vor Herre, Han Bar
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Det Kimer Nu Til Julefest

Det kimer nu til julefest

det kimer for den hgje gaest
som steg til lave hytter ned
med nytarsgaver: fryd og fred!

0O, kommer med til Davids by,
hvor engle sjunge under sky;
0, ganger med pa marken ud,
hvor hyrder hgre nyt fra Gud!

Og lad os g& med stille sind

som hyrderne til barnet ind,
med glaedestarer takke Gud
for miskundhed og nddebud!

O Jesus, verden vid og lang
til vugge var dig dog for trang
for ringe, om med guld tilredt
og perlestukken, silkebredt.

Men verdens are, magt og guld
for dig er ikkun stgv og muld
i krybben lagt, i klude svgbt
et himmelsk liv du har mig kgbt

Velan, min sjeel, sa vaer nu glad
og hold din jul i Davids stad!

Ja, pris din Gud i allen stund
med liflig sang af hjertens grund!

Ja, sjunge hver, som stamme kan:
Nu teendtes lys i skyggers land,

og ret som midnats-hanen gol
blev Jakobs stjerne til en sol.

Nu kom han, patriarkers hab,
med flammeord og himmeldab
og barnet tyder nu i vang,
hvad David dunkelt sd og sang.
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Kom, Jesus!, vaer vor hyttegaest
hold selv i os din julefest

da skal med Davids harpeklang
dig takke hgit vor nytarssang!

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Det Kimer Nu Til Jule-Fest
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Det Lakker Nu Ad Aften Brat
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Det Ord, Som Bestaaer
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Det Store Korstog
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Det Var En Sommermorgen
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Dig Rumme Ei Himle
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Din Aand, O Gud! Har Fgrt Dit Ord
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Din Kirke-Mark, O Gud
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Dgdning-Gud Er Ei Vor Drot

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

99



Drag Ind Ad Disse Porte
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Drag, Jesus, Mig
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Du Tgile Paa Folerne Vilde
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Du, Som Gaaer Ud Fra Den Levende Gud
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Du, Som I Paaske-Dagningen
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Ebbe Og Harald Klak
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Ebraeer-Menigheden
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Ebraeernes Plage

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 107



Ebraeernes Udgang Af AEgypten
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Eenlighed Er Ei Det Bedste
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Eli Og Samuel
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En Adel-Steen Er Rosenrgd
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En Saede-Mand Gik Ud At Saae
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En Sgd Og Liflig Klang
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Engel, Hvor Jeg Har Dig Kiaer
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Engelen Som Lynet
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Engle I Skare
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Engle-Herolder, Hgr Du Dem
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Enhver, Som Tro'Er Og Bliver Dgbt
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Enkens Sgn I Nain
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Er Aand Kun Luft, Er Ord Kun Lyd
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Er Det Mueligt, Er Det Sandt
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Er Du Skriftklog Paa Guds Rige

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 122



Er Som Faar Vi Uden Hyrde?
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Et Barn Er Fgdt I Bethlehem
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Et Dremme-Syn For Hedninger
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Et Jaevnt Og Muntert, Virksomt Liv Paa Jord
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Et Lidet Barn Sa Lysteligt

Et lidet barn sa lysteligt

blev af en jomfru baret,

ej far, ej siden hgrtes sligt,

men kun i jubeldret,

i tidens fylde, da Guds Sgn

pa jord sig fandt en moder skgn,
lod uden synd sig fgde,
fornedrede sig til de sm3,

s de kan ham til broder f3,

den Himlens morgenrgde.

Hgjlovet i al evighed

skal Jesus Kristus veere,

og nar for ham vi knaele ned,
det er Gud Faders aere,

og nar vor lovsang, altid ny,
fra jord sig svinger let i sky
med glade juletoner,

vort fattige halleluja

med salig fryd istemmes da
af engles millioner.

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Et Lidet Barn Saa Lystelig
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Ezechiel
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Fader, Sgn Og Hellig-Aand
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Fader-Vor Er Herrens Bgn
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Fader-Vor I Himmerig
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Fat Mod, Du Jord, Veer Frisk Og Glad
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Flugten Til A£gypten
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Folger Med Til Urtegaarden

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 135



For Al Den Deel, Som Gud Har Gjort
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For Alle Slagtet Er Guds Lam

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 137



For At Demme Verdens Dommer
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For Den Soleklare Gud
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For Den Store Fattigdom
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Fordum Alt Var Tomt Og @de
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Fordum Sgnnelgs Og Gold
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Fornyelsen
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For-Spil
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Forudsigelsen
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Forventningsfulde Sjzele
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Fra Himlen Herrens Aand Nedfoer

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 147



Fra Himlen Hgit Kom Jeg Nu Her
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Fra Himlen Kom En Engel Klar
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Fra Solens Vugge Til Solens Grav
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Frelser! Under Aaben Sky
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Fryd Dig Ved Guds Behag
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Fryd Dig, Du Christi Brud
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Frydelig Himmel Og Jord
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Frygt, Mit Barn, Den Sande Gud
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Frygter Ikke! Thi Fryd Jeg Bringer
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Gak Under Jesu Kors At Staae
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Gamle Surdei! Ud Af Huset
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Gammel Nok Jeg Nu Er Blevet
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Gideon
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Gienlyd, Du Ny Jerusalem
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Giv Himlen Nu Din Stemme

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 162



Giv Mig, Gud, En Psalme-Tunge
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Glaedelig Fest! Glaadelig Fest
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Glaeden, Hun Er Fagdt I Dag
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God's Word Is Our Great Heritage

God's Word is our great heritage
And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age
Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way,

In death it is our stay.

Lord, grant while words endure,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.
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Gud Hellig-Aand! I Tro Os Laer
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Gud Hellig-Aand! Opfyld Med Lyst
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Gud Helligaand, Vor Igjenfader
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Gud Taler, Saa Det Skeer
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Guddommelige Tvillinger
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Gud-Fader Udsendte Sit Naadens-Ord
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Gud-Faders Runde, Milde Haand
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Gud-Faders Sgn Gik Hjem Til Sit
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Gud-Helligaand! O Kom
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Guds Engel Sidder Paa Gravens Bredd
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Guds Engle Sang I Stjerne-Tal
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Guds Huus Med Livets Ord
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Guds Kirke Er Vor Klippe-Borg
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Guds Menighed, Syng For Vor Skaber I Lgn
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Guds Naade-Soels Aarvaagenhed
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Guds Ord Blev Aldrig Bundet
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Guldkalven
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Gylden-Aaret! Hgr, Det Runger
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Halleluja For Lysets Drot
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Han, Som Har Hjulpet Hidindtil
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Har Haand Du Lagt Paa Herrens Plov
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Har Sorg Og Frygt Mit Lys Udslukt
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Hedenskabets Frelser-Mand
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Hedenskabets Galilaeer
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Held Den Mand, Som Frygter Gud
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Helgen Her Og Helgen Hisset
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Hellig-Aand! Med Velbehag
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Hellig-Aand! Vor Sorg Du Slukke
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Helten, Som Os Hjalp Af Nad
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Her Er Guds Huus Og Himlens Dgr
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Herlige Ting Er Talt Om Dig
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Herre Gud! Hvor Agtes Ringe
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Herre! Hvor Skal Vi Gaae Hen
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Herre! Vi Elske Dit Straale-Palads
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Herren Af Sgvne Opvaagned, Opsprang
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Herren Han Har Besggt Sit Folk
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Herren Sig Haever
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Herren Straekker Ud Sin Arm
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Herren, Han Sagde Til Herre Min
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Herren, Som Raader I Himmerig
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Herrens Daab
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Herrens Dag, Paa Aandens Sprog
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Herrens Fristelse
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Herrens Laerdom
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Herrens Rgst
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Herrens Rgst Er Over Vandet
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Herrens Veninder
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Hil Dig, Frelser Og Forsoner
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Hil Dig, Vor Fane
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Hildebrand
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Himlene, Herre, Fortaelle Din Are
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Himlene, Talsmand! Fortzelle Din Are
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Himmel-Farten Saae I Lgn
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Himmelske Brudgom! Ak, Jeg Var I Senge
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Himmerigs Port Engang Flgi Op
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Hjelp Gud, At Jeg Nu Kunde
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Hgiere End Huus Og Hall
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Hgit Udi Gudernes Hvaelvede Sal
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Hgitids-Dagen, Hgiheds-Gangen
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Hgjskolesang
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Hor Vor Hellig-Aftens Bgn
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Hgrer I, Tyrannen Byder
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Hgrer Til, I Hgie Himle
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Hgrer, I, Som Graade
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Hort Det Har Jeg, Han Opstod
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Hos Gud, Far Verdens Grund Blev Lagt
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Hos Herren Paa Det Hgie
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Hgst-Sang
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Hgvedsmanden I Kapernaum
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Hungers-Ngden
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Hussiterne
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Hvad Har Kirken Her Tilbage
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Hvad Maa Mit Hjerte Sige
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Hvad Nytter Den Raaben

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 240



Hvad Skal Den Unyttige Tjener Med Pundet
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Hvem Seer Jeg Hist Som Lammet Gaae
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Hvi Er Dine Klaeder Saa Rgde
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Hvilende Paa Mig Er Guds Aand
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Hvo Kan Troe, Som Har Ei Hart
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Hvor Deilig Skal Guds Kirke Staae

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 246



Hvor Er Dog Din Naade
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Hvor Er Dog Paaske Sad Og Blid
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Hvor Er Nu De Gamle Stier
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Hyggelig, Rolig
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Hyrder, Som Paa Marken Her
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Hyrderne Ved Bethlehem
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I Al Sin Glands Nu Straaler Solen
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I Begyndelsen Var Ordet
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I Dag Med Haand Og Mund Til Giaest
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I Dag Sukker Helved Og Klager
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I De Gyldne Himmel-Sale
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I Denne Sgde Jule-Tid
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I Dine Helgenes Straalende Kizede
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I Dgden Jesus Blunded
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I Dgdens Baand Vor Frelser Laae
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I Eder Selv Paaminde
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I Eder Selv Paaminde
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I Gamle Dage Det Var Engang
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I Graven Laae Den Herre Christ
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I Herrens Huus Det Toner
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I Jesu Navn
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I Kveld Blev Der Banket Paa Helvedes Port
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I Verden Mon Vaere De Sygdomme To
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I Vittenberg, I Sachsen-Land
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I Vorherres Jesu Navn
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I Vuggens Engel Kom Til Jord
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Idag Opstod Den Herre Christ [idag Opstod Den Herre
Christ]
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Ind I Haven Jesus Gik
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Indskriften Paa Oddens Mindestgtte
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Isak
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Jaertegnet I Bethanien
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Jairs Datter
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Jakob Og Esau
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Jakob Og Hans Tolv Sgnner
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Jakob Og Rakel
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Jakobs Drgm
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Jakobs Nattekamp
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Jeg Gik Mig Ud En Sommerdag At Hgre
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Jeg Som Et Barn Mig Glaade Vil
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Jeg Veed Et Evigt Himmerig
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Jeg Veed Et Lille Himmerig
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Jeriko
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Jesu Barndom
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Jesus Christ! Du Gav Mig Livet
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Jesus Christ! Vi Offre Dig
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Jesus Christus Har Afvendt Verdens Lyn
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Jesus Christus, Livets Drot
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Jesus Lever, Graven Brast
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Jesus! Dine Dybe Vunder
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Jesus! Hvor Er Du Dog Henne?
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Jesus, Dgdens Overvinder
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Jesus, I Din Dad Er Livet
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Jesus, Moses Og Elias
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Johannes' Aabenbaring
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Johannes Den Dgber
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Jomfru Maria
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Jordans Flod

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 303



Jorsal Farerne
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Josef I Faengselet
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Josefs Ophgielse
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Josvas Farvel
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Josvas Syn
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Keempe-Skridt, Som Ingen Anden
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Kain Og Abel

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 310



Kammersvenden Fra Morland
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Kan Gamle Folk Gienfgdes
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Kizerligheds Og Sandheds Aand
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Kiender Du Bordet
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Kimer, I Klokker
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Kirke-Klokken
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Kirken Det Er Et Gammelt Huus
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Kirken Er Som Himmerige
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Kirkens Varn
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Klapper I Haand, Alle Folke-Faerd
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Klar Op, Du Sky Paa @ien-Bryn
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Klar Op, Mit Hjerte, Sjeel Og Sind

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 322



Klynke Og Klage
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Kom Med Til Jordans Flod
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Kom, Gud-Faders Aand Fuldgod
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The Bright Blessed Day With Joy We See

The bright blessed day with joy we see
Rise out of the sea at dawning;

It lightens the sky unceasingly,

Our gain and delight adorning!

As children of light we sense that soon
Dark night will give way to morning!

Our Lord chose the blessed midnight hour
To come down without our knowing,

Then clear in the east in dawn’s pale bower
The sun’s hues in strength were growing:
Then light filled the sky, in which the earth
Shall shimmer with inner glowing!

Were each forest tree to come alive,

And each leaf a voice be granted,

The law of God’s mercy they’d contrive

In vain in words to have chanted;

Since Life’s Light now shines for ever more,
In old and young firmly planted!

Yea, though every blade of grass could speak,
In meadow or field or clearing,

A thanksgiving hymn they could not seek

To sing for our human hearing,

Befitting the day, for light and life,

While eons their course are steering.

In vain would the weak man try who chose
To conquer the mountain summit,

The eagle is wily, though, and knows

The wind will not let it plummet,

And even the small blithe lark can brave
The sky and yet overcome it.

The river so brash with thund’rous noise
From crag-face comes downwards crashing
The streams down below have no such voice,
Though murmur with gentle plashing,

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 510



So gently they wind through grassy lea
Up under the lime trees splashing!

So thank we our God, our father good,
As larks in their dawn-time chorus,
For each day he gave, as so we should
For life he from death won for us,

For all that has nurtured human souls
For thousands of years before us!

As long as we see the golden day,

And woods are the Danes’ own bowers,
We'll deck every pew with sprigs of may
And forefathers’ graves with flowers

A wonderful feast of life and joy,

A Whitsuntide gift that’s ours!

And then from our eyes will start to flow
Mild tears like a stream now thriving,
And streams join and to a river grow
That fain for Life’s Source is striving

It secretly gains, like some deep sigh,
So early yet late arriving!

And no day can have so long a growth
That evening cannot be sighted,

Its light and its setting sun are both
What God in his church has lighted;
But ever again it dawns anew

For hearts who in morn delighted!

Let day gently glide this Whitsuntide,

With haloing rays full-flashing!

The hours pleasing God as past they slide,
As meadowland stream soft-plashing,

So joyously now the last one winds,

Up under the lime trees splashing!

Like gold is the dawn just moments old,
When day from its death is rising,

Yet we too are kissed with lips of gold
By sunset so sweet-enticing,
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Then every dull gaze will glint afresh,
Pale cheeks with new blush surprising!

We’'ll journey then to our fatherland,

Where no day lies still thereafter,

Where stands a strong castle, proud and grand,
Whose halls all resound with laughter,

And there we will talk till time is done

In light with our friends hereafter!

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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The Land Of The Living

I know of a land

Where hair does not grey, and where time’s rule is banned,
Where sun does not burn, and where wave does not ring,
Where autumn embraces the blossoming spring,

Where morning and evening unceasingly dance

In noon’s brightest glance.

Oh, wonderful land,

Where glass does not run full of tear-drops as sand,
Where nothing is wanting that’s worth holding dear,
Where that does not lack which so pained us back here!
With breast filled with longing we seek ever more

Your sweet-smiling shore.

Oh, long-promised land!

We greet you in morning hour’s mirror-clear strand,
When perfect your shadow the child may espy

And dreams that in green woods is where you must lie,
Where too it can share with the rushes and flowers

Its smile and its hours.

Oh, transient dream

Of island eternal in time’s rushing stream!
Of joy’s sacred temple in life’s vale of tears,
Of life half-divine in this hall’'s mortal years!
The land of the living with you melts away
From those made of clay.

Oh, hope-dashing dream!

You glittering bubble on time’s rushing stream!

In vain would the poet, with voice and with pen,
From bright-gleaming shadows create you again;
Where shadow comes closest, the small will all weep
Who on it gaze deep.

Oh, spell-binding dream

Of pearl that’s eternal in time’s rushing stream!
You fool those poor persons who all seek in vain
In image and art what the heart would retain,
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And make them call lasting what just disappears
Like days, months and years.

Oh, spirit of love!

Your hand let me kiss, reaching down from above
From heaven'’s fair skies to this earth’s murky hold
And touching our eyes with its fingers of gold,

So blue-tinged there climbs behind surf-roaring strand
The wonderful land!

Oh, heavenly name,

Whose sacred embrace does our nature inflame,
So spirit can mingle with dust without grief

And bring back to life every dead withered leaf!
Oh, deep in my clay let me fall on my knee

So God may see me!

Oh, faith beyond bliss,

Whose high-vaulted bridge spans the gaping abyss
When drifting ice threatens in surf-roaring strand
From poor mortal dwelling to far promised land!
Come farther down to me, you high-honoured guest!
That pleases you best.

Oh, hope fleet of wing!

Oh, brother reborn through divine christening!
For all journeys made to the land o’er the sea,
Good tidings and comfort you've lavished on me,
May I ever thank you, so joy is in store

When hope is no more!

Oh, love perfect love!

Quiet source of fierce torrents that mightily move!
He calls you his father who ransoms our plight
Your spirit all soul’s vital force does ignite;

Your kingdom is there where man death does defy;
May us it be nigh!

Our father sublime!

You willingly reign in earth’s temple of grime,
Who builds up the spirit in Jesu’s sweet name,
In human embrace with an altar aflame,
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With heaven-bright dwelling of faith dearly won,
For you and your son.

Oh, Christian faith sweet!

You grant every heart what the world cannot greet;
What barely we glimpse while our eye is still blue,
Is living within us, we know this is true;

Both heaven and earth are my land, life confides
Where love e’er resides.

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Thomas

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Tider Skifte, Atter Kom

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Tie, Alt Kigd, For Aasyn Hans

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Til Helvede Vor Drot Nedfoer

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Til Himmels Foer Den Arens Drot [til Himmels Foer
Den Arens Drot]

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Til Himmels Foer, Som Gud Og Mand

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 521



Til Klart Guds Aasyn Vi Skal See

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Til Vor Forsamlings Paulun

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Tar End Nogen Ihukomme

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Triumf Triumf! Vor Soel Er Nu Oprundet

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 525



Trods Den Beseiglede Steen

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Trods Leengselens Smerte

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 527



Troende Sjeele!

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Tusind Aar Stod Christi Kirke

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Tusinde Hvirvler Paa Tromme Vi Slaae

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Tvang Til Tro Er Snak I Taaget

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Udrundne Er De Gamle Dage

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Under Korset Stod Med Smerte

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vaagn Op, Du Helgen-Kizade

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vaagner Op, I Folk, Som Sove

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vaar I Guds Rige, Velkommmen Paany

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Veaer Trgstig, Zion, Jesu Brud

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vai Nu, Dannebrog, Paa Voven

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Var I Ikke Galileer

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Var Vandet Alene

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Ved Babylons Floder

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Ved Kundskabs-Traeet, Uretviis

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Ved Saeden, Som Den Falder

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Velkommen Igien, Guds Engle Smaa

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Velkommen, Aand Fra Himmelen

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Velmgdt, I Christne Fromme

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Venner! Lad Os IThukomme

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Verden Er, Som Man Den Tager

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Verdens Igienfgdelse
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Vi Samles For Dit Aasyn Her

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vi Stole Paa Den Hellig-Aand

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vi Troe, Som Vi Ved Daaben Svor

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vi Troer Paa Gud-Fader

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vil Du Kirkens Spir Forgylde

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

554



Villibrud

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vingaards-Rggt Og Ager-Dyrkning

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Virkeligt Det Nu Er Blevet

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vittenberg

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Alderdoms Trgst Og Stgtte-Stav

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Fader God I Himmerig

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Frelser Frit Sin Fiende

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Frelser Opstod Fra De Dgde

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Frelser! Ved Dit Naade-Bord

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig

www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive 563



Vor Gud, Som Moder-Fugl I Lund

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Herres Rgst

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Jesus Kan Ei Noget Herberg Finde

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vor Kirke-Dgr Vel Lukkes Op

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vorherre Kom Til Jordans Flod

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vorherres Rgst Er Kirkens Aand

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Vort Lgsen Er Vor Tro Og Daab

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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Willemoes
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Ypperlig Hgitid, Med Aandelig Glaade

Nicolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
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